
What separates Motao Zhu, MD, PhD, from many 
others is the potential impact of his research on 
human lives.

Dr. Zhu, an epidemiologist in WVU’s School of 
Public Health, was recently awarded a $546,000 
grant from the Department of Health and Human 
Services’ Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Insti-
tute of Child Health and Human Development, 
a component of the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH). The grant covers three years ($182,000 per 
year). Zhu’s mission is to gauge the effectiveness 
of states’ laws limiting or banning cellphone use 
among teens while driving. 

(continued on next page)
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Featured ICRC Research...									       

WVU’s Zhu to fill key research niche with NIH grant
Researchers are accustomed to analyzing volumes 
of data and turning numbers and facts into conclu-
sions.

Photo by Dan Shrensky

http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc/Pages/Faculty-Staff/WVU-Faculty-Affiliates/Motao-Zhu
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Over the last 11 years, Zhu has secured more than 
$2.2 million in funding for his research into motor 
vehicle and pedestrian safety. 

“I’m really interested in this area of research, it’s a 
hot topic nationally,” Zhu said. “This type of re-
search can directly affect policies about cell phone 
use in vehicles. It affects lives, which is very re-
warding.”

Zhu’s research will look at the regulations on tex-
ting and talking, how they are being enforced, and 
whether they are affecting crash rates among young 
drivers. He will be analyzing data from three public 
databases during the study: one contains traffic 
fatality records and another provides results from 
a teen survey about behaviors. The third is a sam-
pling obtained by people assigned to watch traffic 
and count the instances they see of cellphone use.

He said that 42 states and the District of Columbia 
have some type of law that restricts cellphone use 
for drivers under 21 years old. These restrictions 
can range from total bans to texting bans for those 
under 18. Punishments and rules on when a cita-
tion can be issued vary by state, Zhu said.

For example, starting in July, any driver in West 
Virginia can be pulled over and cited for using a 
handheld cellphone.

Zhu is the principal investigator on the NIH grant, 
which will run through 2015. He is especially 
proud to receive NIH funding during a sluggish 
economy which has led to budget cuts and reduced 
opportunities for research awards. He said he 
finished among the top percentile of recent grant 
applicants.

“I’ve been successful at getting grants at WVU,” 
Zhu said.

Motao Zhu, Ph.D. describes some of his recent research to 
West Virginia Public Radio’s Ben Adducchio

Featured ICRC Research... (continued)

In addition to his current study on the effectiveness 
of cell phone use and texting laws, Dr. Zhu has 
recently published articles on the effectiveness of 
graduated driver licensing, pedestrian fatalities and 
motor-vehicle crash risks in rural and urban areas 
of the Appalachian Region. For a list of other re-
search projects that include Zhu as principal inves-
tigator or co-investigator see: http://publichealth.
hsc.wvu.edu/pages/MediaLibraries/PublicHealth/
Media/Documents/Curriculum%20Vitae/zhu.pdf

He also recently co-authored an opinion piece with 
Jeffrey H. Coben, M.D., director of the ICRC and 
Interim Dean, School of Public Health, for View-
point, a column in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association. 

The column called for new regulatory and techno-
logical approaches to reduce the use of hand-held 
devices while driving. To see the full text, visit: 
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/Mobile/article.aspx-
?articleid=1660390.

Zhu and his wife are expecting their first child, a 
baby boy, in August.

Photo by Dan Shrensky

http://publichealth.hsc.wvu.edu/pages/MediaLibraries/PublicHealth/Media/Documents/Curriculum%20Vitae/zhu.pdf
http://publichealth.hsc.wvu.edu/pages/MediaLibraries/PublicHealth/Media/Documents/Curriculum%20Vitae/zhu.pdf
http://publichealth.hsc.wvu.edu/pages/MediaLibraries/PublicHealth/Media/Documents/Curriculum%20Vitae/zhu.pdf
http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc/Pages/Faculty-Staff/WVU-Faculty-Affiliates/Jeff-Coben
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/Mobile/article.aspx?articleid=1660390
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/Mobile/article.aspx?articleid=1660390
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Members of the pilot project planning team, from left to right, are:  
Joshua Murphy, Deputy Director of STOP (Strong through Our 
Plan) Substance Abuse Coalition (Mingo County); Jeremy Farley, 
PIECES (Pride in Every Community Equals Success) Coalition 
(Logan County); Dr. Kelly Gurka, WVU-ICRC; Herb Linn, WVU-
ICRC; Tim White, Prestera Corporation (Cabell County). 

New ICRC Research...

WVU researchers and southern WV community 
partners address significant drug overdose problem

program that features take-home naloxone. Dr. Gur-
ka’s research team—all of whom are affiliated with 
the WVU Injury Control Research Center—will 
work closely with substance abuse prevention coali-
tion members and faith-based volunteers in Mingo, 
Boone and Logan counties—three of the highest 
risk counties in the state—to recruit and interview 
participants.  Data collection is slated to begin this 
summer. 

“The data we collect through this project will help to 
inform both the scientific community and the sub-
stance abuse prevention community regarding drug 
use patterns among rural drug users,” said Gurka. 
“With a better understanding of the drug use pat-
terns of people living in rural settings, we can better 
translate or develop effective programs, and imple-
ment them to prevent fatal overdose due to opioids.”

Gurka says if their research findings show that rural 
and urban drug users share similar drug use pat-
terns, such as using drugs in groups rather than by 
themselves, and that they are willing to participate, 
then such a program could work in West Virginia. 

A team made up of WVU researchers and their 
community partners from southern West Virginia, 
has received a $50,000 pilot funding grant from the 
West Virginia Clinical and Translational Science 
Institute (WVCTSI) to study the feasibility of initi-
ating drug overdose prevention programs in three 
rural high-risk southern West Virginia counties. 

West Virginia has the highest rate of unintentional 
poisoning deaths in the nation, with fatal overdoses 
from prescription opioids (painkillers) accounting 
for the majority of those deaths. In fact, more people 
now die from abuse of prescription drugs than 
of the illicit drugs cocaine and heroin combined. 
Reports of successful overdose prevention programs 
among heroin users in U.S. urban centers suggested 
to the WVU-community team that such programs 
could be effective among prescription drug users in 
rural areas.  

In these programs, drug users are recruited and 
trained in overdose recognition and response, in-
cluding how to perform rescue breathing, place the 
victim in the recovery position, call 911, and admin-
ister the overdose antidote naloxone (also known by 
its trade name Narcan®). Naloxone is a prescription 
medication that reverses the effects of an overdose 
by temporarily blocking the effects of opioids in the 
brain, including the respiratory depression which 
often leads to death. Though such programs have 
been effectively implemented in urban settings in 
the U.S. and other nations, in order to determine 
their potential effectiveness in a rural U.S. setting, 
researchers must first determine drug use patterns 
among these rural users, as well as their willingness 
to participate in such a program. 

Principal Investigator Kelly K. Gurka, MPH, PhD, 
assistant professor in the Department of Epidemiol-
ogy in the WVU School of Public Health, says this 
research will assess whether rural drug users are 
willing to participate in an opioid overdose reversal (continued on next page)

http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc/Pages/Faculty-Staff/WVU-Faculty-Affiliates/Kelly-Gurka
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New ICRC Research... (continued)
She says research has shown that some drug users 
tend to reduce the amount of drugs they use, and 
even seek treatment after participating in these 
programs.

“I’m really excited for the opportunity to pursue this 
research in West Virginia, with the anticipation that 
positive findings will position our team to effective-
ly compete for additional federal funding.   Such 
funding will enable us to implement and evaluate 

programs that, I believe, can ultimately save lives 
and positively improve the health and well-being of 
our state citizens in general,” said Gurka.

This pilot research project is sponsored by the 
Community Engagement and Outreach core of 
the WVCTSI.  Grant applicants were required to 
propose research that represented collaboration 
between researchers and community partners, both 
in planning and conducting the study.

ICRC Outreach Notes
ICRC prepares report on opioid overdose 
prevention programs featuring “take-
home naloxone”

In April, WVU-ICRC released a report summariz-
ing the effectiveness of prescription opioid overdose 
programs featuring “take-home naloxone.” Such 
programs have been effectively initiated in large 
urban areas in the U.S. and internationally. 

Naloxone has been used for several decades by med-
ical personnel in hospitals and emergency medical 
technicians in the field to reverse overdoses from 
illicit drugs such as heroin, as well as prescribed opi-
oid painkillers such as oxycontin, hydrocodone, and 
methadone. These innovative urban “take-home” 
programs dispense naloxone to drug users and their 
peers after training them to recognize and respond 
to overdoses. 

The report, Opioid Overdose Prevention Programs 
with Take-Home Naloxone in West Virginia and 
Other Central Appalachian States, suggests that 
studies are needed to determine the feasiblity of 
translating such programs to high-risk rural regions, 
such as Southern West Virginia and other parts of 
rural Central Appalachia.  (See previous article.)  
The report also suggests legislative approaches that 
may facilitate such programs by removing legal and 
liability issues for  individuals who participate in 
such programs, or who call 911 when they recognize 
an overdose.

ICRC launches IP News service
In April, WVU-ICRC launched the Injury Preven-
tion Research, Practice, and Policy News (IP News), a 
weekly summary of new research findings, technical 
reports, news stories, and opinions on risks and pre-
vention associated with falls among older persons, 
intimate partner violence, motor-vehicle-related 
injuries,  occupational injuries and violence, suicide 
and self harm, traumatic brain injuries, and uninten-
tional poisonings.  Click here to subscribe.

http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc/Pages/Publications/Other-Publications/Injury-Prevention-Topic-Syntheses/Opioid-Overdose-Prevention-with-Naloxone
http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc/Pages/Publications/Other-Publications/Injury-Prevention-Topic-Syntheses/Opioid-Overdose-Prevention-with-Naloxone
http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc/Pages/Publications/Other-Publications/Injury-Prevention-Topic-Syntheses/Opioid-Overdose-Prevention-with-Naloxone
http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc/Pages/News-Announcements/Injury-Prevention-News
http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc/Pages/News-Announcements/Injury-Prevention-News
https://listserv.wvu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=INJURY_PREV_NEWS&A=1
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When David Fulaytar discovered he’d been nom-
inated for the inaugural Chancellor’s Award, he 
admits the news came as a “total surprise.” 

And when he reflects on being one of eight winners 
encompassing the entire Health Sciences enterprise, 
he describes the feeling as “humbling.”

Dig a little deeper and the feeling is pride, mixed 
with a bit of irony.

Fulaytar, an administrator at the WVU Health 
Sciences Center for 18 years, most recently with the 
Injury Control Research Center, relishes being in a 
support role, not the spotlight. His award was in the 
Administrative/Managerial category.

“I’m humbled and very appreciative of my peers 
and co-workers who took time from their extreme-
ly busy schedules to nominate me,” Fulaytar said. 
“With that said, I don’t seek recognition and take 
greater pleasure with supporting and helping oth-
ers.”

Case in point: A few years ago, Fulaytar created 
nomination packets for the Health Sciences Center 
Employee of the Year Award and employees he’d 
nominated won the award five years in a row. Fu-
laytar said the recognition the winners received was 
as gratifying as winning an award himself.

“Providing support is key and critical to the success 
of any job,” Fulaytar said. “People can’t do their jobs 
unless you support them adequately.”

Fulaytar’s experience in the military helped mold 
his philosophy. He spent 20 years in the U.S. Air 
Force as a personnel manager, eventually retiring 
in 1995 as a Senior Master Sergeant.  A native of 
Barrackville, W.Va., he returned home and joined 

Well-deserved but ‘total surprise’—this time
spotlight shines on ICRC’s Fulaytar

WVU’s Center for Rural Emergency Medicine in 
the 1990s. As senior program administrator with 
the ICRC, Fulaytar provides senior administrative 
management and support to director Jeff Coben, 
70 affiliated faculty and students. He also provides 
direct supervision to the administrative staff.  Fu-
laytar is responsible for all business aspects of the 
Center including fiscal and personnel management, 
business administration and operations, grant/
budget preparation, and facility management.  He 
executes and administers all sub-contracts, and 
financial agreements external to the institution.   

“Dave is an extremely talented administrator who 
knows how to get the best out of people,” Dr. Coben 
said. “He always has that positive spirit that people 
respond to, and he’s a tireless worker who knows 
how to get things done.” Coben is not alone in his 
praise.

Photo by Bob Bevery

David Fulaytar, right, a senior program administrator at the 
WVU Injury Control Research Center, poses with Christopher 
C. Colenda, MD, MPH, Chancellor for Health Sciences and 
recently-named president and CEO of the WV United Health 
System, at a ceremony honoring winners of the inaugural Chan-
cellor’s Award.

(See Fulaytar on page 16)

http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc/Pages/Faculty-Staff/Staff/Dave-Fulaytar
http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/Chancellor/
http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/Chancellor/


    page 6                                                                                                      The Safety Net, Summer 2013	

ICRC Partner Spotlight:
WV Council for the 
Prevention of Suicide
Bob Musick’s curiosity led to an initiative that has 
become a crucial part of West Virginia’s healthcare 
landscape for the past 13 years.

But the creation of the West Virginia Council for 
the Prevention of Suicide (WVCPS) was not an 
overnight occurrence. Musick’s ideas about suicide 
prevention took shape when he was a WVU grad-
uate student in the Department of Psychology in 
1975 and evolved over time. 

“I just noticed there were several suicides in the 
area,” Musick recalled. “No data was being collected 
on suicides.  This led me to researching and col-
lecting data which led to starting a program. The 
interest has been there for a long time.”

In 1999, Musick put together a mini workshop on 
suicide for Monongalia County Schools, which was 
eventually presented in schools across the state at 
the request of Dave Majic, then director of the WV 

Division of Children’s Mental Health Services.

Two years later, Musick secured a grant from the 
Children’s Division of the Office of Behavioral 
Health Services in the West Virginia Department of 
Health and Human Resources Bureau for Behavior-
al Health and Health Facilities on behalf of Mor-
gantown-based Valley HealthCare System.

The funding launched the WVCPS predecessor 
known as Helping Our Teens Thrive Coalition 
(HOTT Coalition), which was composed of rep-
resentatives of health and behavioral health pro-
viders, educators and interested members of the 
public. It provided several seminars and workshops 
to alert school personnel and the public about the 
number of children who were dying by suicide in 
the state as well as identifying strategies to prevent 
such untimely and tragic deaths.

 (continued on next page)

Bob Musick of the WV Council for the Prevention of Suicide and several other stakeholders look on as Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin 
signs the Jason Flatt Act of 2012 at a Morgantown High School student assembly. The Act takes steps to prevent teenage suicide 
in West Virginia. 

http://www.wvsuicidecouncil.org/
http://www.wvsuicidecouncil.org/


The workshops and seminars were well received 
and the HOTT Coalition grew into the West 
Virginia Council for the Prevention of Suicide. 
The WVCPS expanded its target population to 
include adults and created a website (http://www.
wvsuicidecouncil.org/) to raise its profile. Also, 
it began providing bi-annual conferences that 
attracted several hundred health and behavioral 
health providers and other individuals. The Council 
has developed awareness curricula addressing all 
age groups, and currently provides workshops 
covering the entire lifespan.

The emergence and growth of WVCPS has 
coincided with a rising awareness of suicide as a 
public health crisis nationally and in the state of 
WestVirginia .

In 2012, Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin proclaimed Sept. 
9-15 as Suicide Prevention Week at the state Capitol 
to coincide with World Suicide Prevention Day. He 
also visited Hedgesville High School to speak to 
students about the problem.

“Governor Tomblin’s administration is committed 
to providing suicide prevention services to all 
citizens,” Musick said. “The West Virginia Bureau 
for Behavioral Health and Health Facilities has 
been a great partner in developing these services. 
The future is very bright in our state.”

But the challenges are great. In a recently-published 
American Journal of Public Health article, WVU’s 
Dr. Ian Rockett revealed that in 2009, deaths by 
suicide exceeded deaths by motor vehicle crash for 
the first time in the U.S. since the early 1920s, when 
automobiles first emerged as the leading cause of 
injury death. Suicide is the second-leading cause 
of death among West Virginians ages 15-24 and 
the third-leading cause of death for that age group 
nationwide.

To help reverse those trends, WVCPS has estab-
lished partnerships with WVU, along with national 
and state organizations and community leaders.

Its WVU connections include the School of Public 
Health and the Injury Control Research Center and 
it works with WVU’s Carruth Center for Psycho-

ICRC Partner Spotlight (...continued)

Chris Kimberling, WVU School of Public Health student 
interning with the WVCPS. 

logical and Psychiatric Services to provide suicide 
prevention education to students. Its collaborators 
also include  Dr. Amy Fiske and Dr. Bill Fremouw 
of the Department of Psychology and Linda Ferrise, 
the director of the undergraduate program in Social 
Work.

Working with Dr. Fremouw, the Council sponsored 
the development of protocols for suicide assess-
ment. The partnership has produced a suicide risk 
assessment for three age groups, the Adolescent 
Screening and Assessment Protocol-20 (ASAP-20), 
the Suicidal Adult Assessment Protocol (SAAP), 
and the Suicidal Older Adult Protocol (SOAP) . 
These instruments have been published in the book 
“Innovation in Clinical Practice.”

Also, as a direct result of the partnership with 
WVU-ICRC, Chris Kimberling, a student in the 
School of Public Health, joined WVCPS as an 
intern and has been working on a research project 
called “Suicide Awareness and Reducing Access 
to Firearms Through Education: A Pilot Project.” 
Kimberling’s research involves gauging the willing-
ness of gun shop owners to learn more about and 
display materials related to safe access to firearms 
and suicide prevention.  Information educating 
owners of gun shops and their employees about 
behaviors that may indicate suicidal impulses in 
customers will be provided as part of the project. 

In the future, Musick’s goal is to develop a suicide 
prevention plan for state employees and to continue 
to develop programs for school systems.
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ICRC Research Notes

Please visit the ICRC Website at:  www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc

Follow ICRC activities via social media:

The Injury Control Research Center’s Exploratory 
Research Program recently awarded grants to two 
of its faculty affiliates: Amy Fiske, PhD, an associate 
professor in the WVU Department of Psychology, 
and Jean McCrory, PhD, an assistant professor in 
the WVU Department of Human Performance and 
Applied Exercise Science.

Dr. Fiske’s study is called “Coping with Chronic 
Illness:  Prospective Study of Suicidal Ideation.” It 
involves examining the effects of control strategies 
used by older adults with recent onset of physical 
limitations due to illness to determine how they 
affect  depressive symptoms, hopelessness, and 
suicidal thoughts. 

In a previous research project, Fiske discovered that 
compensatory control strategies, such as asking 
others for help, were associated with reduced levels 
of suicidal thoughts. Those strategies controlled 
depressive symptoms among individuals with 
health-related functional limitations. 

The  new project seeks to discover the time frame it 
takes for a control strategy to be used in relation to 
physical limitation and which individuals may ben-
efit most from use of particular control strategies.

The award is for $49,999 over 18 months.

Dr. McCrory’s study is called “An Analysis of Pos-
tural Instability in Women with Urinary Inconti-
nence.” 
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It involves comparing static and dynamic postural 
control in women with urinary incontinence to a 
group of age and parity-matched controls to deter-
mine the effect of a physical therapy intervention 
for UI on static and dynamic postural control.  

Through this research, McCrory hopes to compare 
static and dynamic postural control in women with 
UI to a group of age and parity-matched controls 
and determine the effect of a physical therapy 
intervention for UI on static and dynamic postural 
control. 

The award is for $49,391 over 18 months.

ICRC awards 2 exploratory grants

The WVU ICRC Exploratory Grants Program is designed to stimulate new injury prevention and control research.  The pri-
mary intent of the program is to enable the conduct of small projects, and the collection of pilot data that leads to the subsequent 
development of larger, independently-funded investigations.

WVU ICRC has supported nine (9) pilot projects since 2005. To see a list, please visit: http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc/Pages/Re-
search/Completed-Projects

http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc
http://www.facebook.com/pages/WVU-Injury-Control-Research-Center/224668074277824?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/ICRC_WVU
http://www.youtube.com/user/WVUInjuryResearch
http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc/Pages/Faculty-Staff/WVU-Faculty-Affiliates/Amy-Fiske
http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc/Pages/Faculty-Staff/WVU-Faculty-Affiliates/Jean-McCrory
http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc/Pages/Research/Completed-Projects
http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc/Pages/Research/Completed-Projects


Imagine getting a phone call from Jerry West...
It happened to me and it’s even 
hard for me to imagine.

It’s Jerry West … WVU legend, 
NBA Hall of Famer, the man 
whose image was used to create 
the NBA logo. And the guy I used 
to pretend to be on occasion while 

playing Nerf basketball indoors against my brother 
or shooting baskets on playground courts and in 
driveways throughout my youth.

It was a 15-minute interview that surely faded from 
West’s memory within minutes but will stick with 
me the rest of my life. 

What makes it sweeter is the conversation was part 
of my job. Yeah, I got paid to do that.

As a professional communicator, not every day is 
going to be rainbows, chocolate and phone conver-
sations with Jerry West. But the opportunities avail-
able to us and the variety of subjects we are exposed 
to can be mind boggling to people with jobs that 
never escape a routine. In the last few years alone, 
I’ve written about nanotechnology aimed at helping 
Alzheimer’s patients, new citizens being naturalized 
into the U.S. and a group of beautiful and amazing 
dogs trained to sniff out bombs for the WVU Police 
Department. Playing with two golden retrievers – 
yeah, I got paid to do that too.

Over the years – have I really been at this going on 
three decades? – I’ve witnessed and written about 
innovative, ground-breaking research that saves 
lives or improves the quality of life for West Virgin-
ians and people all over the world. The dedicated 
scientists behind the research are as impressive as 
their discoveries.

Which brings us to my latest opportunity, the Inju-
ry Control Research Center. 

I’m glad to have been named the communications 
specialist for the ICRC and look forward to per-
forming whatever duties I’m asked to fulfill. I’m 
just getting started and am feeling my way along 
but am greatly impressed with the mission and 
vision of the staff and faculty involved. 

With the communications skills I’ve developed 
over the years, I hope to highlight our significant 
achievements to internal stakeholders and external 
media while also raising our public profile with 
citizens around the state and world.

I’m experienced in just about any and every form 
of professional communications imaginable, from 
press releases, to speech writing, to writing for 
blogs, websites and social media platforms. And if 
the situation calls for it, I could probably pull off 
haiku or iambic pentameter. (Let’s hope the situa-
tion never calls for it … for your sake.)

But as a 21st-century communicator, I’ve tried 
to step up my game by learning audio and video 
recording and editing techniques and expanding 
my ability at providing content for web and social 
media outlets. I may not be an expert in everything, 
but I’m game to try whatever challenges come 
down the pike.

Feel free to contact me if you need information 
about the WVU Injury Control Research Center, 
or if you would just like to chat about your own 
communications challenges.

New ICRC communications specialist grateful for 
latest opportunity

Contact Dan at:  dsshrensky@hsc.wvu.edu

  Dan Shrensky
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ICRC Education/Training Notes

The WVU Injury Control Research Center present-
ed its 2012-2013 awards during a ceremony at the 
Health Sciences Center on May 17.

Jeffrey Coben, MD, ICRC director and interim 
dean, WVU School of Public Health, presented the 
awards. Kelly Gurka, MPH, PhD, the ICRC’s assis-
tant director for Education and Training, also spoke 
at the ceremony. 

Earning certificates for completion of the concen-
tration of Injury Prevention and Control were Clay-
ton Allison, Lindsay Beery and Miheret Yitayew. 
Sarra Nazem was the recipient of the Student Travel 
Award and Student Research Award. Ruth Kershner 
earned the Faculty Teaching Award. 

The Student Travel Award was established to recog-
nize a graduate student who is traveling to a nation-
al conference to present his or her research related 
to injury and/or violence prevention and control. 
The recipient is reimbursed up to $500 to cover 
travel costs. The Outstanding Student Research 
Award was established to recognize excellence in 
scholastic activity, academic performance and over-
all achievement in research in any area of injury 
and/or violence prevention and control. 

The recipient receives a one-year paid member-
ship to a professional injury-related organization 
of their choice. The Faculty Teaching Award was 
established to recognize demonstrated excellence 
in teaching and/or mentoring relating to injury and 
violence prevention. 

To see a page of photos from the event, visit: http://
www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc/Pages/News-Announce-
ments/ICRC-Awards-2013.

Ruth Kershner, EdD, center, poses with Jeffrey Coben, MD, left, 
and Kelly Gurka, MPH, PhD, at ICRC’s 2012-2013 awards cere-
mony. Dr. Kershner earned the ICRC’s Faculty Teaching Award.

Photo by Dan Shrensky

Emory Center for Injury Control hires Beery

Lindsay Beery, who earned a Master 
of Public Health (MPH) degree from 
WVU’s School of Public Health in 
December, recently joined Emory Uni-
versity’s Center for Injury Control as a 
program coordinator.

Beery, who had a concentration in 
Injury Prevention and Control, says she 
is helping to coordinate two significant 
events: Emory’s 20th anniversary as an Injury Pre-
vention and Control Center and the World Safety 
and Injury Prevention Conference, which will be 
held in Atlanta Oct. 19-23, 2014.

She said her role also includes outreach and fund-
raising. 

Emory’s Center is one of 11 institutions funded by 
the Centers for Disease Control, and Prevention.

Yitayew joins Illinois hospital as resident

Miheret Yitayew, who also earned an MPH degree 
from WVU’s School of Public Health in December, 
recently joined the John H. Stroger Cook County 
Hospital in the pediatric residency program.

Born and raised in Ethiopia, Dr. Yitayew graduated 
from Gondar University in Ethiopia with a Doctor 
of Medicine Degree in 2007, worked as a general 
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1. Alamgir AH, Muazzam S, Nasrullah M. Un-
intentional Falls Mortality Among Elderly in the 
United States: Time for Action. Injury, Int. J. Care 
Injured. 2012;43:2065-2071. DOI: 10.1016/j.inju-
ry.2011.12.001.	

2. Anderst JD, Carpenter SL, Abshire TC; Section 
on Hematology/Oncology and Committee on Child 
Abuse and Neglect of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. Evaluation for bleeding disorders in sus-
pected child abuse (Macmillan HL). Pediatrics. 2013 
Apr;131(4):e1314-22. doi: 10.1542/peds.2013-0195. 
Epub 2013 Mar 25. PMID:23530182.	

3. Bell JL, Collins JW, Tiesman H, Ridenour M, 
Konda S, Wolf L, Evanoff B. Slip, Trip, and Fall 
Injuries to Nursing Care Facility Workers. Work-
place Health Saf. 2013 Apr;61(4):147-52. doi: 
10.3928/21650799-20130318-28. Epub 2013 Mar 25. 
PMID:23521142

4. Bergenstal J, Davis SM, Sikora RD, Paulson D, 
Whiteman C. Pediatric bicycle injury prevention, the 
effect of helmet use: the West Virginia experience. 
WV Med J.  2012;108(3):78-81

5. Bertolote JM, De Leo D. Global suicide mortality 
rates: A light at the end of the tunnel? Crisis 2012; 
33: 249-53. DOI: 10.1027/0227-5910/a000180. 

6. Beynon C, Gutmanis IA, Tutty L, Wathen CN, 
MacMillan HL. Why physicians and nurses ask (or 
don’t) about partner violence. A qualitative anal-
ysis. BMC Public Health. 2012;12(1):473. DOI: 
10.1186/1471-2458-12-473. 

7. Blosnich J, Bossarte R. Suicide acceptabil-
ity among U.S. Veterans with active duty ex-
perience: results from the 2010 General Social 
Survey. Arch Suicide Res. 2013;17(1):52-7. doi: 
10.1080/13811118.2013.748415. PMID:23387403

8. Blüml V, Regier MD, Hlavin G, Rockett IRH, 
König F, Vyssoki B, Bschor T, Kapusta ND. Lithi-
um in the public water supply and suicide mortality 
in Texas. Journal of Psychiatric Research. January 
2013.

9. Bossarte RM, Piegari R, Hill L, Kane V.  Letter to 
the Editor:  Age and Suicide Among Veterans With a 
History of Homelessness.  Psychiatric Services 2013; 
64(7):713-4.  doi: 10.1176/appi.ps.201300128.

10. Bursztein-Lipsicas C, Makinen IH, Apter A, De 
Leo D, Kerkhof A, Lonnqvist J, et al. Attempted 
suicide among immigrants in European countries: 
an international perspective.Social Psychiatry and 
Psychiatric Epidemiology. 2012; 47: 241-251.DOI: 
10.1007/s00127-010-0336-6.				  

11. Carter MW. Emergency Department Visits 
Related to Suicide Attempts among Older Adults: A 
Nationally Representative Study. (In-Press)

12. Catallo C, Jack SM, Ciliska D, MacMillan HL. 
Identifying the turning point: Using the transtheo-
retical model of change to map intimate partner vi-
olence disclosure in emergency department settings. 
ISRN Nursing. 2012. DOI:10.5402/2012/239468. 

13. Catallo C, Jack S, Ciliska D, MacMillan HL. 
Minimizing the risk of intrusion: A ground-
ed theory of intimate partner violence disclo-
sure in emergency departments. Journal of Ad-
vanced Nursing. 2013 Jun;69(6):1366-76. doi: 
10.1111/j.1365-2648.2012.06128.x. Epub 2012 Aug 
29. PMID:22931436

14. Catallo C, Jack S, Ciliska D, MacMillan HL. Mix-
ing a Grounded Theory Approach With a Random-
ized Controlled Trial Related to Intimate Partner 
Violence: What Challenges Arise for Mixed Methods 
Research? Submitted to Nursing Research and Prac-
tice. 2013;798213. doi: 10.1155/2013/798213. Epub 
2013 Mar 20. PMID:23577245

15. Coben J,  Zhu M. Dangers of distracted driv-
ing—reply. JAMA. 2013 June 19; 309(23):2436-2437. 
DOI: 10.1001/jama.2013.6011 PMID: 23780453

16. Coben JH, Zhu M. Keeping an eye on distract-
ed driving. JAMA. 2013 Mar 6;309(9):877-8. doi: 
10.1001/jama.2013.491. PMID: 23462782
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17. Conner KR, Bohnert AS, McCarthy JF, Valen-
stein M, Bossarte RM, Ignacio R, Lu N, Ilgen MA. 
Mental health comorbidity and suicide among 2.96 
million men receiving care in the Veterans Health 
Administration System. Journal of Abnormal 
Psychology. 2013;122(1):256-263. DOI: 10.1037/
a0030163. 

18. Cross KM, Gurka KK, Saliba S, Conaway M, 
Hertel J. Comparison of hamstring strain injury 
rates between male and female intercollegiate soccer 
athletes. Am J Sports Med. 2013 Apr;41(4):742-8. 
doi: 10.1177/0363546513475342. Epub 2013 Feb 13. 
PMID:23408592

19. De Gioannis A, De Leo D.  Managing sui-
cidal patients in clinical practice. Open Journal 
of Psychiatry. 2012; 2:49-60. DOI: 10.4236/oj-
psych.2012.21008  

20. De Leo D, Draper BM, Snowdon J, Kõlves K. 
Contacts with health professionals before suicide: 
Missed opportunities for prevention? Compr Psychi-
atry. 2013 Jun 12. pii: S0010-440X(13)00116-8. doi: 
10.1016/j.comppsych.2013.05.007. [Epub ahead of 
print] PMID:23768696

21. De Leo D, Draper BM, Snowdon J, Kõlves 
K. Suicides in older adults: a case-control psy-
chological autopsy study in Australia. J Psychi-
atr Res. 2013 Jul;47(7):980-8. doi: 10.1016/j.
jpsychires.2013.02.009. Epub 2013 Mar 21. 
PMID:23522934

22. De Leo D, Too LS, Kolves K, Milner A, Ide N. 
Has the suicide rate risen with the 2011 Queensland 
floods? Journal of Loss and Trauma. 2013;18(2): 
170-178. DOI: 10.1080/15325024.2012.684581. 

23. Fassberg MM,Van Orden KA, Duberstein P, 
Erlangsen A, Erlangsen A, Lapierre S, Bodner E, 
Canetto SS, De Leo D, Szanto K, Waern M. A sys-
tematic review of social factors and suicidal behavior 
in older adulthood. International Journal of Envi-
ronmental Research in Public Health. 2012;9(3):722-
745. DOI:10.3390/ijerph9030722. 

24. Goldstein AL, Henriksen CA, Davidov DM, 
Kimber M, Pitre NY, Afifi TO. Childhood Maltreat-
ment, Alcohol Use Disorders, and Treatment Utiliza-

tion in a National Sample of Emerging Adults. J Stud 
Alcohol Drugs. 2013;74:185-194.

25. Gurka KK, Marshall SW, Casteel C, Runyan 
CW, Loomis DP, Richardson DB.  An Examination 
of Strategies for Preventing Workplace Homicides 
Committed by Perpetrators That Have a Prior 
Relationship With the Workplace or Its Employees. 
JOEM 2012; 54(12):1533-1538. 

26. Hagberg M, Violante FS, Bonfiglioli R, Descatha 
A, Gold JE, Evanoff B, Sluiter JK. Prevention of 
musculoskeletal disorders in workers – classifica-
tion and surveillance – Statements of the Scientific 
Committee on Musculoskeletal Disorders of the 
International Commission on Occupational Health, 
BMC Musculoskeletal Disorders. 2012:13;109. DOI: 
10.1186/1471-2474-13-109. 

27. Helbich M, Blüml V, Leitner M, Kapusta ND. 
Does altitude moderate the impact of lithium on sui-
cide? A spatial analysis of Austria. Geospat Health. 
2013 May;7(2):209-218. PMID:23733285

28. Helmkamp JC, Dalsey E, Husberg B. All-terrain 
vehicle (ATV) safety at work. DHHS/CDC/NIOSH 
Publication Number 2012-167, July 2012. 

29. Helmkamp JC, Lincoln JE, Sestito J, Wood E, 
Birdsey J, Kiefer M. Risk factors, health behaviors, 
and injury among adults in the transportation, ware-
housing, and utilities super sector. Am J Ind Med 
2013 May;56(5):556-68. doi: 10.1002/ajim.22148. 
Epub 2012 Dec 19. PMID:23255331

30. Hibbard R, Barlow J, MacMillan HL, and the 
Committee on Child Abuse and Neglect and Amer-
ican Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry. 
Clinical Report: Psychological maltreatment. Pedi-
atrics 2012;130:372-378. DOI: 10.1542/peds.2012-
1552. 

31. Hoffmire CA, Piegari RI, Bossarte RM. Mis-
classification of veteran status on Washington State 
death certificates for suicides from 1999 to 2008. 
Ann Epidemiol. 2013 May;23(5):298-300. doi: 
10.1016/j.annepidem.2013.03.007. PMID:23621996

32. Ide N, Kolves K, Cassaniti M, De Leo D. Suicide 
in first generation immigrants to Australia, 1990-
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2006. Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiolo-
gy. 2012. DOI: 10.1007/s00127-012-0499-4. 

33. Kapusta ND. Non-suicidal Self-injury and Sui-
cide Risk Assessment, quo vadis DSM-V? Suicidolo-
gy Online. 2012; 3:1-3. 

34. Karras E, Stephens B, Kemp JE, Bossarte RM. 
Using media to promote suicide prevention hotlines 
to Veteran households. Inj Prev. 2013 May 24. [Epub 
ahead of print] PMID:23710066

35. Katz IR, Kemp JE, Blow FC, McCarthy JF, 
Bossarte RM. Changes in Suicide Rates and in Men-
tal Health Staffing in the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration, 2005-2009. Psychiatr Serv. 2013 Mar 15. doi: 
10.1176/appi.ps.201200253. [Epub ahead of print 
D:23494171

36. Kolves K, Ide N, De Leo D. Fluctuations of 
suicidality in the aftermath of marital separation: 
6-month follow-up observations. Journal of Af-
fective Disorders. 2013 Mar 20;146(1):1-14. doi: 
10.1016/j.jad.2012.07.037. Epub 2012 Aug 20. 
PMID:22917940

37. Kolves K, Kolves KE, De Leo D. Natural disas-
ters and suicidal behaviours: A systematic literature 
review. Journal of Affective Disorders. 2012. DOI: 
org.10.1016. 

38. Konda S, Reichard AR, Tiesman H. Occupation-
al Injuries among U.S. Correctional Officers, 1999-
2008. Journal of Safety Research. 2012; 43(3):181-
186. DOI:10.1016/j.jsr.2012.06.002.

39. Lander, Laura R., Patrick Marshalek, Patrick, 
Yitayew, Miheret, Ford, Dolly, Sullivan, Carl R., Gur-
ka, K., Rural Healthcare Disparities: Challenges and 
Solutions for the Pregnant Opioid-dependent Popu-
lation, WV Medical Journal, epub ahead of print July 
2, 2013.

40. Lipscomb HJ, Nolan J, Patterson D, Sticca V, 
Myers DJ. Safety, incentives, and the reporting 
of work-related injuries among union carpen-
ters: “You’re pretty much screwed if you get hurt 
at work.” Am. J. Ind. Med. 2013 Apr;56(4):389-
99. doi: 10.1002/ajim.22128. Epub 2012 Oct 25. 
PMID:23109103		

41. Lozano R, Naghavi M, Foreman K, Lim S, 
Shibuya K, Aboyans V, et al. (incl. De Leo D) Global 
and regional mortality from 235 causes of death for 
20 age groups in 1990 and 2010: a systematic anal-
ysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2010. 
Lancet. 2012; 380: 2095-2128. DOI:10.1016/S0140-
6736(12)61729-2. 

42. MacMillan HL, Tanaka M, Duku E, Vaillancourt 
T, Boyle MH. Child physical and sexual abuse in a 
community sample of young adults: results from the 
Ontario Child Health Study. Child Abuse Negl. 2013 
Jan;37(1):14-21. doi: 10.1016/j.chiabu.2012.06.005. 
Epub 2013 Jan 3. PMID:23290623

43. McShane J, Slaff S, Gold JE, Nazarian LN. Ul-
trasound-guided percutaneous needle release of 
the carpal tunnel for the treatment of carpal tunnel 
syndrome: a preliminary report. J of Ultrasound in 
Medicine. 2012; 31(9):1341-9, PMID: 22922613. 

44. Shults RA, West BA, Rudd RA, Helmkamp 
JC.   All-Terrain Vehicle–Related Nonfatal Injuries 
Among Young Riders in the United States, 2001–
2010.  Pediatrics 2013;  epub ahead of print July 2, 
2013. doi: 10.1542/peds.2013-0751.  

45. Milner A, De Leo D. Suicide by road ‘accident’ in 
Queensland. Traffic Injury Prevention. 2012; 13:342-
347.

46. Milner A, McClure R, De Leo D. Globalization 
and suicide: an ecological study across five regions 
of the world. Archives of Suicide Research. 2012; 16: 
238-249. 	

47. Moore, C., Nimbarte AD, Rajulu S, Aghazadeh 
F.  A study of the kinematics of ingress and egress of 
upright and recumbent seats. Work. 2012;41:1316-
1322. DOI: 10.3233/WOR-2012-0317-1316.

48. Murray CJL, Vos T, Lozano R, Naghavi M, Flax-
man AD, Michaud C, et al. (includes De Leo D.) 
Disability-adjusted life years (DALYs) for 291 diseas-
es and injuries in 21 regions, 1990—2010: a system-
atic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 
2010. Lancet. 2012; 380: 2197 – 2223. DOI:10.1016/
S0140-6736(12)61689-4. 
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49. Nader IW, Niederkrotenthaler T, Schild AHE, 
Koller I, Tran SU, Kapusta ND, Sonneck G, Voracek 
M. Development of a Scale to Assess Knowledge 
about Suicide Postvention using Item Response 
Theory. Suicide and Life Threatening Behavior. 2013 
Apr;43(2):174-84. doi: 10.1111/sltb.12006. Epub 
2013 Jan 10. PMID:23301518

50. Nadorff MR, Fiske A, Sperry JA, Petts R, Gregg 
JJ. Insomnia symptoms, nightmares, and suicidal 
ideation in older adults. J Gerontol B Psychol Sci Soc 
Sci. 2013 Mar;68(2):145-52. doi: 10.1093/geronb/
gbs061. Epub 2012 Aug 28. PMID: 22929392

51. Nadorff MR, Nazem S, Fiske A. Insomnia symp-
toms, nightmares, and suicide risk: duration of sleep 
disturbance matters. Suicide Life Threat Behav. 2013 
Apr;43(2):139-49. doi: 10.1111/sltb.12003. Epub 
2012 Dec 28. PMID:2327867

52. Nasrullah M, Awan S. Burns and Use of Mirror 
to Prevent these Injuries among Young and Adult 
Workers at Hot Clay Ovens, Tandoors: An Innova-
tive, Cost-effective Solution in a Low Income Set-
ting. Burns. 2012; 38: I089-I090.  DOI: 10.1016/j.
burns.2012.02.013.

53. Nasrullah M, Muazzam S. Risk Differences 
among Children and Adults in Road Traffic Injuries: 
A Descriptive Study from a Tertiary Care Hospi-
tal in a Low Income Country. Eur J Emerg Med 
2012;19(3):167-70. 	

54. Nasrullah M, Oraka E, Breiding MJ, Chavez PR. 
HIV Testing and Intimate Partner Violence Among 
Non-Pregnant Women in 15 US States/Territories: 
Findings from Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance 
System Survey Data. AIDS Behav. 2013 May 8. 
[Epub ahead of print] PMID:23653090

55. Nimbarte AD, Al Hassan MJ, Guffey S., Myers 
WR. Influence of psychosocial stress and personal-
ity type on the biomechanical loading of neck and 
shoulder muscles. International Journal of Indus-
trial Ergonomics. 2012; 42:397-405. DOI:10.1016/j.
ergon.2012.05.001.

56. O’Dwyer ST, Moyle W, Zimmer-Gembeck M, De 
Leo D. Suicidal ideation in family carers of people 
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with dementia: a pilot study. Int J Geriatr Psychiatry. 
2013 Mar 4. doi: 10.1002/gps.3941. [Epub ahead of 
print] PMID:23456660

57. Pompili M, Vichi M, Qin P, Innamorati M, De 
Leo D, Girardi P. Does the level of education influ-
ence completed suicide? A nationwide register study.  
Journal of Affective Disorders.  2013 May;147(1-
3):437-40. doi: 10.1016/j.jad.2012.08.046. Epub 2012 
Sep 27. PMID:23021379

58. Rauscher KJ, Myers DJ. Occupational health 
literacy and work-related injury among US ado-
lescents. Int J Inj Contr Saf Promot. 2013 May 17. 
[Epub ahead of print] PMID:23679156

59. Rauscher KJ, Myers DJ, Runyan CW, and Schul-
man M. Young worker safety in construction: Do 
family ties and workgroup size affect hazard expo-
sures and safety practices? Work: A Journal of Pre-
vention Assessment & Rehabilitation. 2012; 42(4): 
549-58.  

60. Rauscher KJ, Runyan CW, Radish D. (2012) 
Using Death Certificate and Medical Examiner Data 
for Adolescent Occupational Fatality Surveillance 
and Research: A Case Study. Journal of Occupation-
al and Environmental Hygiene. 2012; 9(10): 609-
15.  

61. Rauscher KJ, Runyan CW. Adolescent Occupa-
tional Fatalities in North Carolina (1990-2008): an 
Investigation of Child Labor and OSHA Violations 
and Enforcement. New Solutions: A Journal of En-
vironmental and Occupational Health Policy. 2012; 
22(4): 473-488. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.2190/
NS.22.4.f. 

62. Rice T, Zhu M, Driver obesity and the risk 
of fatal injury during traffic collisions. Emer-
gency Medicine Journal. 2012.  DOI:10.1136/
emermed-2013-201859 

63. Schoenfisch AL, Lipscomb HJ, Pompeii LA, My-
ers DJ, Dement JM. Musculoskeletal injuries among 
hospital patient care staff before and after imple-
mentation of patient lift and transfer equipment. 
Scand J Work Environ Health. 2013 Jan;39(1):27-36. 
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doi: 10.5271/sjweh.3288. Epub 2012 Mar 7. PMID: 
22396049

64. Stack S, Bowman B, Lester D. Suicide by Cop in 
Film and Society: Dangerousness, Depression & Jus-
tice. Suicide & Life Threatening Behavior. 2012;42: 
359-376. DOI: 10.1111/j.1943-278X.2012.00096.x. 

65. Sveticic J, De Leo D. The hypothesis of a contin-
uum in suicidality: a discussion on its validity and 
practical implications. Mental Illness. 2012;4: 73-78. 
DOI:10.4081/mi.2012.e15. 

66. Sveticic J, McPhedran S, De Leo D. Reviewing 
the revisions: what are the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics suicide figures really telling us? Med J Aust. 
2013;198(9):478. PMID:23682881

67. Sveticic J, Too LS, De Leo D. Suicides by persons 
reported as missing prior to death: A retrospective 
cohort study. British Medical Journal Open. 2012;2. 
DOI:10.1136/bmjopen-2011-000607.

68. Sun Y, Nimbarte AD. Effect of horizontal push-
ing and pulling exertions on neck muscle activity. 
Occupational Ergonomics, 2012;10(4)155-164. 

69. Tiesman H, Konda S, Hendricks S, Mercer D,  
Amandus H. Risk Factors for Workplace Violence 
among Pennsylvania Education Workers: Differenc-
es among Occupations. Journal of Safety Research. 
2013;44:65-71. 

70. Tiesman H, Swendler D, Konda S, Pollack K. 
Fatal occupational injuries among U.S. law enforce-
ment officers: A comparison of national surveil-
lance systems. Am J Ind Med. 2013 Jun;56(6):693-
700. doi: 10.1002/ajim.22182. Epub 2013 Mar 26. 
PMID:23532837

71. Tonmyr L, Jack SM, Brooks S, Williams G, 
Campeau A, Dudding P. Utilization of the Canadian 
Incidence Study of Reported Child Abuse and Ne-
glect in Child Welfare Agencies in Ontario. Chronic 
Disease and Injury in Canada. 2012; 33(1): 29-37. 

72. Utterback DF, Charles LE, Schnorr TM, Tiesman 
H, Storey E, Vossenas P. Occupational Injuries, Ill-

ICRC Faculty Publications...(continued)

nesses, and Fatalities among Workers in the Services 
Sector Industries: 2003-2007. JOEM. 2012; 54(1): 31-
41. DOI:10.1097/JOM.0b013e3182398e36.

73. Van Dulmen MH, Klipfel KM, Mata AD, Schinka 
KC, Claxton SE, Swahn MH, Bossarte RM. Cross-
lagged effects between intimate partner violence 
victimization and suicidality from adolescence into 
adulthood. Journal of adolescent health. 2012; 51(5): 
510-516. DOI:10.1016/j.jadohealth.2012.02.015. 

74. Van Dulmen M, Mata A, Claxton S, Klipfel K, 
Schinka K, Swahn M, Bossarte R. Longitudinal 
Associations between Violence and Suicidality from 
Adolescence into Adulthood. Suicide Life Threat Be-
hav. 2013 Jun 1. doi: 10.1111/sltb.12036. [Epub ahead 
of print] PMID:23725554

75. Wamstad JB, Norwood KW, Rogol AD, Gur-
ka MJ, Deboer MD, Blackman JA, et al. Neu-
ropsychological recovery and quality-of-life 
in children and adolescents with growth hor-
mone deficiency following TBI: a prelimi-
nary study. Brain Inj. 2013;27(2):200-8. doi: 
10.3109/02699052.2012.672786. PMID: 23384217

76. Wathen CN, Macgregor JC, Sibbald SL, Macmil-
lan HL. Exploring the uptake and framing of research 
evidence on universal screening for intimate partner 
violence against women: a knowledge translation case 
study. Health Res Policy Syst. 2013 Apr 12;11:13. doi: 
10.1186/1478-4505-11-13. PMID:23587155

77. Zhu M, Cummings P, Chu H, Coben JH, Li 
G. Graduated driver licensing and motor vehicle 
crashes involving teenage drivers: an explorato-
ry age-stratified meta-analysis. Injury Preven-
tion. 2013 Feb;19(1):49-57. doi: 10.1136/injuryp-
rev-2012-040474. Epub 2012 Dec 4. PMID: 23211352

78. Zhu M, Zhao S, Coben JH, Smith GS. Why more 
male pedestrians die in vehicle-pedestrian colli-
sions than female pedestrians: a decompositional 
analysis. Injury Prevention. 2013 Jun;23(6):377-80. 
doi:10.1016/j.annepidem.2013.04.001. Epub 2013 
April 23.
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WVU Injury Control Research Center
Research Ridge, Suite 201 

3606 Collins Ferry Rd
Morgantown, WV 26505

James Helmkamp, Ph.D., an epidemiologist and 
former director of CREM and ICRC who is now 
an affiliated faculty member, said Fulaytar was the 
“glue” that held CREM and ICRC together.

“His attention to detail, efficiency, and timeliness in 
preparing the voluminous competitive grants con-
tributed significantly to the long-standing success 
of the Centers,” Helmkamp said. 

“I remember his incredible wisdom, humor, and 
narrative stories that he always brought to every-
one’s birthday parties and holiday season cele-

Fulaytar (continued from page 5)
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practitioner at a referral hospital in 
southern Ethiopia for almost two 
years, and arrived in the U.S. in 2009.  

Yitayew was a graduate research assis-
tant under Kelly Gurka, MPH, PhD, 
at the ICRC.

Miheret Yitayew

Alumni News (continued from page 10)

brations,” Helmkamp said.  “If he ever needed 
another career he could be an incredible stand-
up comic.  His work-ethic is remarkable and I 
hold him in the highest respect for his honorable 
service to the country and to WVU.”

Mark your calendars....

12th World Conference on Injury Prevention 
and Safety Promotion

October 19-23, 2014 in Atlanta, Georgia, USA 
The CDC Injury Center, the Center for Injury Control at Emory University, and the Johns Hop-
kins International Injury Research Unit of the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
are pleased to host the next World Conference on Injury Prevention and Safety Promotion in 
Atlanta, Georgia, United States of America.  The conference is held biennially under the auspices 
of the World Health Organization. It brings together the world’s leading injury prevention and 
safety researchers, practitioners and advocates, to build our knowledge and strengthen the fields 
of injury prevention and safety promotion worldwide.

For more information, email the CDC at InjuryCenter@cdc.gov.

http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc
http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/icrc/Pages/Faculty-Staff/External-Faculty-Affiliates/James-Helmkamp
mailto:InjuryCenter%40cdc.gov?subject=12th%20World%20Conference%20on%20Injury%20Prevention%20and%20Safety%20Promotion
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